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DURALIFT CLARY LAKE SERVICE

LET US SERVE YOU WITH EXCELLENCE. 

WE NOW OFFER TEXTING!

Offering famous, locally built, DuraLift 
docks and lifts designed to elevate your 
waterfront experience for years to come.  

`Screens & Stairs

Millboard & Railings

Vesselguard Remote Mesh Enclosure.

DuraLift Marine Elite Series  
Aluminum Dock Sections

CLARYLAKESERVICE.COM  |  DURALIFT.COM  |  712-338-2652  |  602 13TH ST, MILFORD, IA 51351

DURALIFT CLARY LAKE SERVICE

LET THE TEAM AT CLARY LAKE SERVICE ASSIST WITH THE 
BEAUTIFICATION OF YOUR PROPERTY!

We custom design, fabricate and install truly innovative custom stairways, railings and screens for residential and commercial projects, inside and outside

Beautify your lakefront property with a set of custom shoreline 
stairs, railings, or privacy screens and enclosures!
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TABLE
GAMES

SLOTS

HOTEL

SPORTS
WAGERING

JOIN
TODAY!

Data and Messaging rates may apply.  If you or someone you
know needs gambling treatment call 1-800-BETS OFF.

OR TEXT THE WORD

BE HERE!

YOU'D
RATHER

LUCKY’S
SPORTS GRILL

GRAND SLAM
DINING!

JOIN
TO

77563

Check Our Hours Online.
wildroseresorts.com



In June 2024, our community faced a challenging flood. Through resilience 
and teamwork, Clay County has not only recovered but emerged stronger. 
Visitors will see this spirit reflected in our restored landmarks, vibrant 
businesses, and welcoming smiles. We invite you to explore the treasures 
of our region, from scenic byways to bustling downtowns.

Clay County is home to world-class events like the "World’s Greatest 
County Fair," diverse recreational opportunities, and charming small-town 
experiences. Whether you're seeking outdoor adventures, a taste of local 
flavors, or an enriching dive into our history, Clay County has something 
for everyone.

We’re honored to share our home with you and can’t wait for you to 
experience all that makes Clay County unforgettable.

Sincerely,

Olivia Baxter
Tourism Coordinator
Clay County Tourism

6   HISTORY
	

SEASONS

8  Spring	

9 Summer
	

INSPIRATION

16 FOODIES	 	

17 ADVENTURERS 

20 FAMILIES 
	

26  LOCAL FLAVORS

30-31 SPENCER MAP

35 TAKE CLAY COUNTY 
	   HOME WITH YOU

36 ART IS AT THE HEART

37 WHAT THEY'RE SAYING

39 YOU ARE CLAY COUNTY

40 IOWA GREAT LAKES 
	   CONNECTION TRAIL

41 2024 FLOOD

Produced & distributed by the 
Spencer Reporter in partnership with the 
Spencer Chamber & Clay County Tourism

CLAY 
COUNTY 
IOWA

22 E 4th St | Spencer, IA
712-262-6610
spencerdailyreporter.com

1805 Highway Blvd | Spencer, IA
712-580-8687
exploreclaycounty.org

CLAY 
COUNTY
RESILIENT, VIBRANT, 
AND ALWAYS WELCOMING

welcome to

4

TABLE OF 
CONTENTS

12  Fall

13  Winter

WELCOME

2025/26 EXPERIENCE CLAY COUNTY

CITY of
SPENCER

On behalf of Clay County Tourism and the Spencer 
Chamber of Commerce, welcome to Clay County! 
Nestled in the heart of Northwest Iowa, our county 
is a hidden gem offering a blend of natural beauty, 
rich history, and thriving communities.

FRONT COVER:  f8 creative

PHOTOGRAPHY:  Special 
thanks to those who submitted 
photography for this publication.

21 COLLECTORS	

32 FAITHFUL	
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Camping • Fishing • Cabins • Picnicking
Bird watching • Swimming • Hiking • Kayaking
Paddle Boats • Concessions • Basketball Courts
Playground Areas • Annual Halloween Hike
15 Acre Pond • Biannual Trout Stocking • 2 Rock Jetties
Handicap Accessible Fishing Pier • Enclosed & Open-Air Shelters

61 campsites, 
5 tent sites
Water, electricity, sewer, 
modern bathrooms & 
showers, storm shelters

cabins • shelter • campsites

CLAY 
COUNTY 
CONSERVATION

Scharnberg Park

THINGS TO DO:
Camping • Fishing • Cabins • Picnicking • Reunions
Bird watching • Swimming • Hiking • Kayaking
Paddle Boats • Concessions • Shelter • Tornado Shelters
Playground Areas • Annual Halloween Hike
15 Acre Pond • Biannual Trout Stocking • 2 Rock Jetties
Handicap Accessible Fishing Pier

CAMPING:
61 campsites, 5 tent sites. Water, electricity, sewer,
modern bathrooms & showers, cable TV.

RESERVE:
www.mycountyparks.com;
Cabins • Shelter • CampsitesTake your child fishing Great Family Fun!

3430 145th AVE • EVErly, IA 51338

BOOK NOW www.mycountyparks.com

THINGS TO DO CAMPING

420 10th Avenue SE, Spencer, IA •  (712) 262-2187

VISIT THE HERITAGE CENTER & PARKER HOUSE!
CLAYCOUNTYHERITAGE.ORG

Follow us on Facebook 
@claycountyheritage

7 Grand Avenue, 
Spencer, Iowa 

300 East Third Street, 
Spencer, Iowa

Open hours: 
Open by appointment 

Please call 
712-262-3304

Open hours: 
Tuesday - Friday 

10 AM - 4 PM 

Saturday 
10 AM - 3 PM 

Closed Sunday 
and Monday

PARKER 
MUSEUM

HERITAGE 
CENTER

Myles Musser, Sales Consultant  |  260-5158
Jack Dodson, Sales Consultant  |  515-720-5368
Brian Fassbender, General Manager  |  363-0545

www.hnchevy.com

SALES •  LEASING
SERVICE •  COLLISION

713 Grand Ave, Spencer  |  (712) 262-3230

SEE 
OUR FULL 

INVENTORY AT 

www.hnchevy.comwww.hnchevy.com

SERVING NW IOWA FOR OVER 98 YEARS!

LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY 

FULL-LINE DEALERSHIPLOCALLY OWNED FAMILY 

FULL-LINE DEALERSHIP



CLAY 
COUNTY

1858
Clay County was organized in 1858 after declaring its judicial 
independence from Woodbury County. The county was named 
in honor of Henry Clay, Jr., a colonel in the Mexican - American 
War. Out of 18 men who voted, 14 were elected to an office and 
conducted county business out of their homes until 1859.

1859 - 1860
At this time A. W. Hubbard, Judge of the Fourth Judicial District, 
authorized a commission to locate a county seat. On July 16, 
1859, the commission chose the present site of Spencer. But, 
due to the fact that Spencer was unimproved, and no settler 
lived within a 10-mile radius, it was refused by the residents of 
Clay County. In May 1860 the county judge received a petition 
asking that the county seat be located at Peterson. An election 
was held, and all 10 participants voted in favor of Peterson.

1871
In 1871 the town of Spencer was formally laid out, and since 
it was more centrally located than Peterson, the question of 
moving the county seat was asked again. It was answered in 
an election held in October of that same year; Spencer won the 
county seat by a margin of 159 votes.

1901
It was decided in 1900 that the county needed a new courthouse. 
The structure was erected on the same site in Spencer and would 
become the third iteration of the courthouse in Clay County. It 
was ready for occupancy in September 1901. With no formal 
dedication, the doors were opened and business continued. The 
population of Clay County has increased approximately 30% since 
the 1901 courthouse was completed.

1979
In 1979, the Board of Supervisors decided to renovate the existing 
courthouse and construct an administration building. The motion 
passed in August and $2.1 million was approved for the two 
projects. A dedication ceremony was held on September 26, 1982, 
and Clay County now has two buildings of which to be proud.

2024
On June 22, 2024, historic flooding devastated homes, 
businesses, and infrastructure across Clay County. In the face of 
immense challenges, the community came together, launching 
recovery efforts that showcased resilience, determination, and 
unity. This disaster became a defining moment, highlighting the 

strength and spirit of Clay County’s people.

FIRST COURTHOUSE SECOND COURTHOUSE

history
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HISTORY

The first courthouse was built by 
the residents of Spencer. They 
formed a stock company and sold 

shares. Those who could not afford 
a share offered their labor. When the 

building was completed, it was sold to the 
city for $1,333. A second building was built 
in 1884 at a different location.
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2718 Hwy Blvd, Spencer, IA 2718 Hwy Blvd, Spencer, IA ••  712-660-0318712-660-0318
Follow us on Facebook! Follow us on Facebook! ••  Hours:Hours: Monday-Saturday 10-5:30  Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 •• Sunday 12-4 Sunday 12-4

VENDOR MALL WITH OVER 10,000 SQUARE FEET OFVENDOR MALL WITH OVER 10,000 SQUARE FEET OF
VINTAGE • ANTIQUES

RECORDS
COLLECTIBLES

HOME DECOR
MCM • VINTAGE 

CLOTHES
ART • CRAFTS

COLLECTIBLES

O P E N  P O S I T I O N

W e  h e l p  r e f i n e  y o u r  r e s u m e ,
p r e p a r e  f o r  i n t e r v i e w s ,  a n d  

a d v o c a t e  f o r  b e s t  o f f e r s .

A v e n t u r e  r e p r e s e n t s  m o r e
t h a n  o n e  e m p l o y e r ,  s o  w i t h
o n e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  y o u  h a v e

a c c e s s  t o  a l l  j o b
o p p o r t u n i t i e s !  

W e  p r o v i d e  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  v i e w
o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e

c o m p a n y .  W e  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e
h i g h s  a n d  t h e  l o w s  s o  y o u  c a n

m a k e  s t r a t e g i c  c a r e e r
d e c i s i o n s .

7 1 2 - 2 6 2 - 5 9 9 0 w w w . a v e n t u r e . c o m5 1 1  G r a n d  A v e .  S p e n c e r ,  I A

WHY
AVENTURE?

O N E  A P P L I C A T I O N ,  S O  M A N Y
O P P O R T U N I T I E S

C O N T A C T  U S  T O D A Y !

KEEPING YOU
CONNECTED
FIBER INTERNET UP TO 1 GIG. UPDATED WATER TREATMENT FACILITY.
ABOVE AVERAGE ELECTRIC RELIABILITY. AFFORDABLE RATES.

COMMUNITY PARTNER.

520 2nd Avenue East, Suite 1
Spencer, IA 51301
p: 712.580.5800

www.smunet.net

SPENCER FAMILY YMCA
ALWAYS 
WELCOME 
IN EVERY 
COMMUNITY

Whether you are visiting family, attending a business conference, or simply passing through any 
town in the US, your active membership with the Y allows you FREE access to any YMCA facility. 

Simply check in at Member Services with a picture ID and your YMCA ID.

YMCA Membership is Now Nationwide

1001 11th Ave W, Spencer, IA • 712-262-3782712-262-3782

ONE MEMBERSHIP. ALL LOCATIONS.

WWW.FIRSTFEDCU.COM/SPENCER

Serving Our Community  

Experience Our  
New Eco-Branch!  

WE ARE
COMMITTED TO
SPENCER!

1100 13TH STREET SW
 SPENCER, IA 51301

GREEN CHECKING REWARDS  
        We pay YOU $10 each month for
        Direct Deposit & E-Statements       
        No Minimum Balance
        No Monthly Fee

ASK ABOUT EARLY DIRECT DEPOSIT
        Receive your paycheck up to 2 days early!



   SIGNATURE  EVENTS
BULLS & BREWS - MARCH
Each year Bull Riding, produced by Raise ‘Em Rank Rodeo, kicks off 
Bulls & Brews and includes some of the industry's top bull riders and 
animal athletes. Join a night full of entertainment for the entire family 
as Raise ‘Em Rank brings bull riding back to the Clay County Regional 
Events Center. Always a great time, and we can’t wait to see you there!!

SPENCER JAYCEES’ 
EASTER EGG HUNT-APRIL
Each year the Spencer Jaycees, a local service organization, host an 
Easter Egg Hunt for Clay County communities. Ages 1-11 are welcome 
to participate in the egg hunt and receive a goody bag, plus an 
opportunity to see the Easter Bunny!

BREWS & BITES-APRIL
This event is for all beer lovers! Travel through participating businesses in 
Spencer’s downtown with a keepsake mug and passport. Brews & Bites 
features 10 different stops to sample beer and have a bite to eat.

As the snow melts away, Clay County awakens with 
fresh blooms, lively events, and outdoor adventures. 
Longer days invite you to explore scenic trails, cast a 
fishing line, or enjoy seasonal flavors at local markets.

SPRING
SEASONS

2025/26 EXPERIENCE CLAY COUNTY8

BULLS & BREWS

BREWS & BITES

BREWS & BITES

SPENCER JAYCEES' 
EASTER EGG HUNT

APRIL 
SHOWERS 

BRING.. SPRING 
FUN FOR 

ALL!

H  43 H  58 H  71L  24 L  35 L  48MAR APRAVERAGE TEMP MAY



SUMMER
SEASONS

Warm days and long evenings bring excitement 
to Clay County. From bustling fairs and outdoor 
concerts to days on the water, summer is the season 
to get outside and soak up the fun.

MAINSTREET MARKET

FLAGFEST - THEONE QUATTLEBAUM

  SIGNATURE EVENTS
FARMERS MARKETS
South T Farmers Market -Saturdays and Wednesdays June-October
Mainstreet Market-Thursday evenings in July and August

FLAGFEST-JUNE
Spencer’s big community celebration is Flagfest, held the second 
weekend in June. A parade, dances, 5K run, bike ride, Grand cruise, 
music and more are hallmarks of this community-wide festival. 

ROYAL FUN DAYS-JULY
A weekend full of family friendly activities.

NORTHWEST IOWA AMATEUR GOLF 
TOURNAMENT-AUGUST
1921 marked the inaugural year for the Northwest Amateur Golf 
Tournament at the Spencer Golf and Country Club. That year also 
marked the beginning of Iowa’s second oldest golf tournament, 
the oldest being the Iowa Amateur. Throughout history, the 
Northwest Am has earned respect as Iowa’s only 72-hole tournament.

SUMMERTIME, 
AND THE 

LIVING IS EASY
H  81 H  84 H  82L  58 L  62 L  59JUN JULAVERAGE TEMP AUG

CONNECT 
WITH NATURE
NATURE JUBILEE - JUNE
Nature Jubilee – Longest Day of the year celebration held annually in 
June. Why not spend the time in nature? Clay County Conservation will 
have nature filled activities for the whole family to participate in! The events 
will be all over Clay County. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

2025/26 EXPERIENCE CLAY COUNTY 9

CLAY COUNTY 
CONSERVATION 
- NATURE JUBILEE

NORTHWEST IOWA AMATEUR GOLF TOURNAMENT
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What’s SPECIAL 
About SPENCER?

Spencer Community Schools

“Spencer has wonderful mentoring teachers who
meet with you so that you feel supported and
have what you need to be a successful teacher.”
 - Hannah Heissel, Teacher

“A common phrase that I hear is, 'What can I do
to help?' Whether that's from another teacher,
teacher associate, principal or janitor, if I'm
trying something new or if I'm facing a challenge,
I always hear that phrase.”
 - Nicole Anderson, Teacher

“I appreciate that, even as a classroom teacher,
I have a seat at the table as decisions are being
made. I am seen as a valuable team member,
and I know I'm heard and understood.”
 - Debra Wittrock, Teacher

An Incredible Place to 
LEARN, TEACH & LIVE

The Spencer Community Schools strives to provide the best educational opportunities for
students while supporting our teachers as they continue to learn and grow. We have an amazing
support system for our educators. Our small, closely knit school community offers outstanding

academic programs and extracurricular activities that prepare students for the future. 

Big-City Opportunities with a Small-Town Feel
Outstanding Healthcare System
Vibrant Downtown Area
Extensive Trail and Parks System
Opportunities to get Involved in the Community
Within a Short Drive of the Beautiful Iowa Great Lakes

SCAN THIS

To check out current job
opportunities, scan the

QR code or visit
spencerschools.org!

to learn more about
Spencer Schools and

the community
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Quick Care
WALK-INS • SAME DAY • SATURDAY 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Call To Schedule: (712) 264-3500
TO ENSURE AVAILABILITY, PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

101 E 10th St - Spencer, IA 51301

Emergency Services 
Available at Spencer Hospital

New Emergency Department located on East 11th 
Street on the south side of the hospital.

For Emergencies, please call 911.



FALL
  SIGNATURE  EVENTS
CLAY COUNTY FAIR-SEPTEMBER
The Clay County Fair, “The World’s Greatest County Fair” since 1918, attracts 
more than 300,000 people to Spencer, Iowa for nine days each September.

BLACK KNIGHTS DRAGS-SEPTEMBER
The Black Knights Car Club hosts the annual Airport Drag Races at the 
Spencer Airport. Spectators gather to watch local drivers race a 350-foot 
side by side track on the airport runway.

VINESTOCK WINE & ARTS FESTIVAL-OCTOBER
Held in Peterson the first weekend in October, this festival features locally 
crafted wine & beer tasting, incredible food and handcrafted items such as 
arts, crafts, woodworking and much more! 

SHOP SMALL SATURDAY - NOVEMBER
An annual event on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, Shop Small Saturday 
encouraging residents to shop at local businesses, fostering community 
support and boosting small businesses during the holiday season! 

THUNDERBRIDGE 5K - NOVEMBER
The Spencer Family YMCA Annual Thunderbridge 5K is held 
every year in November.

SEASONS

CLAY COUNTY CLAY COUNTY 
FAIR SEASON, FAIR SEASON, 

FALLING LEAVES & FALLING LEAVES & 
COZY EVENINGSCOZY EVENINGS

Crisp air, golden leaves, and harvest celebrations make fall 
one of the best times to visit Clay County. Whether you’re 
enjoying a scenic drive or sipping locally crafted wine, 
autumn is the perfect blend of adventure and relaxation.

ERIC JOHANNSEN

SHOP SMALL SATURDAY - SPENCER MAIN STREET

BLACK KNIGHTS CAR CLUB AIRPORT DRAGS
PAUL DANIELS

H  75 H  60 H  43L  50 L  37 L  24SEPT OCTAVERAGE TEMP NOV
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WINTER
  SIGNATURE EVENTS
GRAND MEANDER-DECEMBER
Grand Meander is a time-honored tradition where kids can make 
crafts, decorate a cookie, make an ornament, write a letter to Santa, 
pet a rabbit and see some dogs and cats up for adoption. 

AG OUTLOOK-FEBRUARY
Northwest Iowa Ag Outlook Conference and Trade show is a day-long 
seminar and trade show geared toward farmers and agri-business 
professionals. The trade show features the latest in agriculture 
products, equipment and services. 

SEASONS

13

SWEATER 
WEATHER 
IS BETTER 

TOGETHER

As snow blankets Clay County, the community gathers for 
cozy celebrations, outdoor adventures, and holiday magic. 
From festive markets to scenic snow-covered trails, winter 
is a season to embrace.

GRAND MEANDER

CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION2025/26 EXPERIENCE CLAY COUNTY

H  30 H  26 H  30L  12 L  7 L  11DEC JANAVERAGE TEMP FEB

MARGARET MOLLITOR

DARRIN JONES
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N A N C Y @ S P E N C E R M A I N S T R E E T . C O M 712-262-7246

Shop Small Saturday

Wine Stroll

Ice Cream Social

Grand Meander

No No GGrander Placerander Place

C H E C K  O U T  T H E S E  Y E A R L Y  E V E N T S  A N D  M O R E  A T 

W W W . S P E N C E R M A I N S T R E E T . C O M 
A N D  BY  S E A R C H I N G  S P E N C E R  M A I N  S T R E E T  O N   

Live • Work • Shop • Eat

Like our local family 
farmers and main street 

business owners,
the State Bank team lives,

works & plays in the 
communities we serve.

Member
FDIC

Everly | Peterson | Spencer
www.statebank-spencer.com

“A Bank That Knows Community”

Lunch Hours: Tue - Sat: 11am - 2pm
Dinner Hours: Tue - Thurs: 5 - 9pm

Fri & Sat: 5 - 9pm

Burgers • Beverages
Chicken • Steaks • Appetizers
Homemade Lunch Specials Daily

Voted Best Burger
in Spencer!

216 Grand Ave, Spencer
712-262-9871

Store Hours: Mon & Tues Closed • Wed-Fri 11AM-7PM • Saturday 11AM-6PM • Sunday 12PM-5PM 

Located in the Southpark Mall, 901 11th St SW, Spencer, IA

FREE
Ear Ear Piercing Piercing 

*with purchase of a starter kit

by a trained specialist*

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

JEWELRY

HAIR ACCESSORIES 

NOVELTY CANDY

SQUISHMALLOWS 

GIFT ITEMS

& SO 

MUCH 

MORE!

       3 3 1  1 1 T H  S T  S W,   S P E N C E R ,  I A

        (712) 580-5955

Pizza, Burgers, Wings, & more
Come check us out!

KARAOKE EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

HOURS:  Monday -Wedneday 4-10pm • Thursday – 4-11pm
Friday – 4pm-2am • Saturday – 11am-2am • Sunday – 11am-10pm
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Come enjoy great times with beautiful sunsets

Located in Queens Court in Arnolds Park • Overlooking all of Beautiful West Lake Okoboji
Seating 
for 185!

Does not accept reservations600 Grand Avenue, Spencer, IA • 712.262.5517

Pool
Darts
Foosball

Happy Hour
Specials!

DINE-IN / CARRYOUT/ DELIVERY
(712)262-7742

Local Deals 
& Online Ordering 

@ gogodfathers.com 

A  P I Z Z A  Y O U  C A N ’ T  R E F U S E  @  1 1 3  G r a n d  A v e ,  S p e n c e r

SKIP THE LINE!
ORDER NOW

PICK UP LATER 

Party room
available

upon
request!

SPENCER’S FULL SERVICE 
GROCERY STORE

Swipe your Hy-Vee Fuel Saver + 
Perks Card at checkout to save!

GROCERY 

FLORAL

PHARMACY

 WINE & SPIRITS 

BAKERY

DELI

ASIAN

KITCHEN

For Pick up or Delivery Order Online at 

Open Daily • 6 am - 11 pm 

819 Grand Ave • Spencer, IA 51301

712-262-2443

Hyvee.com

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE?WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE?

HOURS: M-F 6a-6p
Sat 6a-4p | Sun 7a-1p

17 11TH ST SW, SPENCER &
2902 AURORA AVE W, SPIRIT LAKE

FOLLOW US ON LOYALTY PUNCHES LOYALTY PUNCHES DON’T FORGET YOUR SLEEVE! DON’T FORGET YOUR SLEEVE! 

• REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIE • COLD BREW • CHAI • MATCHA • LOTUS ENERGY •RED BULL SPRITZER • ITALIAN SODA • TEA

LA
TT

E 
• 

M
OC

HA
 •

 H
OT

 C
HO

CO
LA

TE
 •

 F
RA

PP
E 

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS TWO GREAT LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU!TO SERVE YOU!



INSPIRATION
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01. 	 Axaholics Bar 
	 & Grill
	 axaholicsbar.com
	 Check our Facebook
	 for Daily Specials!

02. 	 Black Earth Java
	 Connect with us!

03.	 CarGo Express
	 car-goexpress.com
	 Order Fresh made Pizza
	 (712) 262-6517

04.	 Fareway
	 fareway.com
	 Online ordering available!

05.	 Godfathers Pizza
	 Order Online!
	 Godfathers.com

06.	 Hy-Vee
	 hy-vee.com
	 Online ordering with 
	 delivery/pick up available!

07.	 McCreery’s 
	 Creative Catering
	 mccrearyshospitality.com
	 Find us on Facebook! 

08.	 Prime Rib
	 theprimeribspencer.com
	 Nightly Specials
	 Find us on Facebook!

09. 	 Sneakers
	 Find us on Facebook!

10.	 Spencer 
	 Main Street
	 Annual events: 
	 Wine Stroll, Cinco de Mayo 	
	 Roc n’ Guac & more!
	 Find us on Facebook!

11. 	 Weasys
	 weasys.com
	 Check our Facebook
	 for Daily Specials!

INSPIRATION

FOR THE
FOODIES

From classic comfort foods to locally 
crafted spirits, Clay County’s food scene is 

full of flavor. Whether you’re craving a 
hearty burger, hometown Mexican cuisine,

 or a handcrafted cocktail, you’ll find 
something to satisfy your taste buds.

FOR MORE VISIT EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG/DINING

01 02 02

04

05

06

07

0908

10 11
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INSPIRATION

FOR THE
ADVENTURERS
For those craving outdoor thrills, scenic trails, or 
a day on the water, Clay County is your gateway 
to adventure. Hike through wildlife areas, paddle 
the Little Sioux River, or bike rolling countryside 

trails—endless exploration awaits!

FOR MORE VISIT
EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG/OUTDOORS

01.	 City of Spencer
	 Parks and Recreation
	 spenceriowacity.com

02.	 Clay County 
	 Conservation
	 claycountyparks.com
	 Book Online for 
	 Cabins • Shelters • Campsites
	 Find us on Facebook!

03.	 Everly Heritage 
	 Museum
	 Find us on Faceook!

04.	 H&N Chevrolet Buick
	 hnchevy.com
	 Find us on Faceook!

05. 	 Home State Bank
	 www.hsbroyal.com
	 Royal Fun Days - 
	 125th year Celebration 
	 July 19th, 2025

06.	 No Limits Outdoors
	 nolimitsoutdoors.store
	 Guns & Ammo • Archery
	 Live Bait • Tackle
	 Find us on Facebook!

07. 	 Picket Trail
	 Find us on Facebook!

08. 	 Peterson Heritage 
	 Museum
	 Find us on Facebook!

09. 	 Southern Archery
	 Bows | Archery Supplies
	 Long Guns | Hand Guns
	 Ammo | Browning Gun Safes 	
	 Find us on Facebook!

10.	 Spencer Municipal
	 Golf Course
	 spencermunigolf.com
	 Online Tee Time Reservations 	
	 & Tournament Schedule

09 10

07 08

06

05

04

03

0201
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712-363-3936712-363-3936

A NTIQUESA NTIQUES * * UPCYCLE UPCYCLE FUR
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HOME DECOR & GIFTS HOME DECOR & GIFTS12 Hwy Ave SW  *  Fostoria, IA
Follow us on 
Facebook!

ONLY 10 MINUTES SOUTH OF LAKE OKOBOJIONLY 10 MINUTES SOUTH OF LAKE OKOBOJI

**
**

**

RocketRocket
Coffee House

AM
IS

H
 &

 F
R

EE
Z

E 
DR

IE
D 

FO
O

D
AM

IS
H

 &
 F

R
EE

Z
E 

DR
IE

D 
FO

O
D

SUMMER

2025

“There are NO LIMITS!”“There are NO LIMITS!”

NONO LIMITS LIMITS
O U T D O O R S

712-580-7000
212 11th St . SW Plaza Spencer, IA  51301

Honest People • Honest Service • Honest Prices

nolimitsoutdoors.store

LIVE
BAIT!

• Browning • Benelli • Winchester • Savage • Springfield •

•  Easton  •  Q.A.D.  •  AMS Bowfishing  •  LaCrosse  •
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
Search No Limits, Spencer!

The Everly Heritage Museum tells the 
story of Everly’s past by collecting, 

researching, and featuring objects and 
documents in permanent and rotating exhibits

3 0 6  N .  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  E v e r l y,  I A   |   7 1 2 . 8 3 4 . 2 1 5 6   |   F i n d  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k !

Bonnie Bonnie 
& Clyde& Clyde

  6 on 6  6 on 6
 State Champs  State Champs 
in 1966in 1966

 Local  Local 
HeroesHeroes

 & Much & Much
More!More!

In the mid 1930’s, a fundraiser was held to buy new baseball uniforms. Farmer and cattle feeder, 
John Jelden, was approached to donate. He said he would donate $50 if the team would call 

themselves the “Everly Cattlefeeders.” That is how the nickname “Everly Cattlefeeders” began.

Did you know? Origin of The Nickname “Cattlefeeders”

Free
admission Hours: Apr-Sept Tues & Sat 11AM-3PM | Oct-1st weekend in Dec - Saturdays 11-3 | Other times by Appointment  |  e-mail: everlyheritage@gmail.com
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 CLAY COUNTY

YEAR-ROUND EXCITEMENT STARTS HERE
PLAN YOUR NEXT BIG MOMENT WITH US

712.580.3000 | WWW.CLAYCOUNTYFAIR.COM
800 WEST 18TH STREET | SPENCER, IOWA

18 Holes With Cart Rental, $50
Visit Our Website For Online Tee Time Reservations

& For Our Full Tournament Schedule Locally Owned & Operated

1804 Hwy Blvd.  
Spencer, IA
712-262-6517

$3OFFOFF
ANY

LARGE PIZZA!

Care that’s tailored 
to your needs.
Customizable and reliable in-home care,
so you can experience a better what’s next.

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise 
of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor company. ©2024 Home Instead, Inc.

712-580-4061
homeinstead.com/602

MORE THAN JUST DRYWALL
Since 1964

DRYWALL • METAL • FRAMING • EIFS • FIREPROOFING • PLASTER
INSULATION • ACT • PAINT • DEMOLITION • STUCCO • DESIGN

1964 - 20241964 - 2024

DENISON 712-263-3981    SPENCER 712-262-3925    denisondrywall.com



01. 	 AmericInn
	 Book Online
	 wyndhamhotels.com

02.	 Arts on Grand
	 Enriching life in northwest 	
	 Iowa through the Arts
	 artsongrand.org
	 Find us on Facebook! 

03.	 Clay County Fair 
	 & Events Center
	 claycountyfair.com
	 Find us on Facebook!

04. 	 Clay County Heritage/ 	
	 Parker Museum
	 claycountyheritage.org	
	 Find us on Facebook! 

05.	 Everly Heritage 
	 Museum
	 Find us on Facebook!

06.	 Fridley Theatres/
	 Palms Theatre 
	 Southpark
	 fridleytheatres.com
	 Find us on Facebook!
	 fb.com/thepalmssouthpark

07. 	 Home State Bank
	 www.hsbroyal.com
	 Royal Fun Days - 
	 125th year Celebration 
	 July 19th, 2025

08. 	 Peterson Heritage 
	 Museum
	 Find us on Facebook!

09.	 Spencer 
	 Community Theatre
	 Celebrating our 65th Season!
	 sctplayhouse.com
	 Find us on Facebook! 

10.	 Spencer Family YMCA
	 spencerymca.org
	 Find us on Facebook! 

11.	 Spencer Hospital
	 Providing comprehensive 		
	 healthcare services 
	 in Northwest Iowa 
	 spencerhospital.org
	 Find us on Facebook!

INSPIRATION

FOR THE
FAMILIES

Traveling with kids (or furry friends)? 
Clay County is packed with family-friendly fun, 
from parks and playgrounds to seasonal events 

and outdoor adventures. Make memories together 
in a place where everyone feels welcome.

FOR MORE VISIT
EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG
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INSPIRATION

FOR THE
COLLECTORS

Hunting for hidden treasures? Clay County is 
home to charming boutiques, antique shops, 

and artisan markets filled with one-of-a-kind 
finds. Whether you’re looking for a unique 
souvenir or a new favorite piece, your next 

great discovery is here.

FOR MORE VISIT
EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG

01. 	 Collector's Cove
	 VENDOR MALL
	 Vintage • Antiques
	 Furniture • Decor • Art 
	 Find us on Facebook!

02. 	 Marjie's Boutique
	 Jewelry • Hair Accessories 
	 Gift Items & More
	 Located in the Southpark Mall
	 Find us on Facebook!

03.	 Picket Trail
	 Antique & upcycle 
	 furniture, home decor, 
	 gifts and healthy food 
	 Find us on Facebook!
			 
04.	 No Limits Outdoors
	 nolimitsoutdoors.store
	 Guns & Ammo • Archery
	 Live Bait • Tackle
	 Find us on Facebook!

05.	 Southern Archery
	 Bows | Archery Supplies
	 Long Guns | Hand Guns
	 Ammo | Browning Gun Safes 	
	 Find us on Facebook!

06. 	 Southpark Mall
	 Retail Stores • Free Wi-Fi
	 Find us on Facebook!

07. 	 Vermeer Art Glass
	 vermeerglassart.com
	 Find us on Facebook!
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MORTGAGE
EXPERT

Get pre-qualified with our
Northwest Bank Mortgage App

Local

705 Grand Ave, Spencer | 712.580.4146
www.NW.bank

LeAnne Hamrick
Mortgage Banker

NMLS#1437688

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender | NMLS#486668

HWY 71 SOUTH • SPENCER
712 - 2 6 2 - 87 0 0712 - 2 6 2 - 87 0 0

RETAIL STORES  • FREE WI - FI
THE PALMS THEATRES - 9 SCREENS

!!S O M E T H I N G  FO R
S O M E T H I N G  FO R

 E V E RYO N E E V E RYO N ES O M E T H I N G  FO R
S O M E T H I N G  FO R

 E V E RYO N E E V E RYO N E!!!!

PARKS & RECREATION
Our Parks… Our Pride… Our Future...

101 W 5th Street
Spencer, IA 51301

(712) 580-7200
spenceriowacity.com
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ROAD
TRIP

let's 
take a

Come along 
for an 

adventure 
through 

Clay County's 
neighboring 

communities

ERIC JOHANNSEN

SCENIC
DRIVES

most likely 
to have

PREGNANCY TESTING & SUPPORT | NONJUDGEMENTAL | CONFIDENTIAL | FREE

PREGNANCY TESTING & SUPPORT | NONJUDGEMENTAL | CONFIDENTIAL | FREE

provides free diapers provides free diapers 
and new & gently and new & gently 
used baby clothesused baby clothes
for those in need.for those in need.

Your Life. Your plan

Call for Appointment 

712. 262.8271 

Helping Hands Baby ClosetHelping Hands Baby ClosetHelping Hands Baby ClosetHelping Hands Baby Closet

Please go to birthright.org/spencer 
for our hours of operation

Pregnant? We can help.

24 Hour Helpline 800.550.4900 • birthright.org/spencer

20 W. 6th St. Ste 304 • Downtown Spencer

Pregnancy Testing & Support | Non-judgmental | Confidential | FREE

RE-OPENING SOON AT OUR NEW LOCATION!

yo u r  co m m u n i t y 

co n n e c t i o n

Journalism
matters.

R

spencerdailyreporter.com

IN PRINT / ONLINE
Advertising - News - Printing  
Podcasts - Promotionals

SubScribe at 712-262-6610
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NORTHWEST
CLAY 

COUNTY
Everly

Fostoria

next up The northwest quadrant of 
Clay County is a peaceful retreat 
filled with outdoor recreation 
and small-town charm. 

Everly and Fostoria serve as gateways to rolling 
prairies, quiet fishing spots, and scenic trails. 
Scharnberg Park, one of the county’s most popular 
outdoor destinations, offers a swimming beach, fishing 
pond, and picnic shelters—perfect for a summer 
getaway. Schmerse Wildlife Area near Fostoria is a 
haven for canoeing, fishing, and hunting, while nearby 
Mori Prairie showcases native grasses and is a prime 
spot for birdwatching. Whether you're looking to relax by 
the water, cast a line, or take a scenic drive, Northwest 
Clay County has something for every outdoor enthusiast.

PHOTO ABOVE: SCHARNBERG PARK, CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION

SPENCERSPENCER

LANGDON

DICKENS

ROYAL

WEBBCORNELL
PETERSON

EVERLY

FOSTORIA

GILLET 
GROVEROSSIE GREENVILLE

next up

L E T ' S  T A K E  A  R O A D  T R I P

CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION



NORTHEAST
CLAY 

COUNTY
Dickens • Spencer

Langdon
(Unincorporated)

next up Whether you’re strolling 
downtown Spencer, exploring 
historic sites, or enjoying the 
natural beauty of the riverfront, 
Northeast Clay County is full of 
places to experience and explore. 

Home to Spencer, the county seat, and the towns of 
Dickens and Langdon (unincorporated), the northeast 
quadrant is a vibrant mix of history, recreation, and 
community life. Spencer’s Green Belt along the Little 
Sioux River offers miles of walking and biking trails, 
with scenic river views and picnic spots. Nearby, 
Oneota Park provides opportunities for hiking, 
equestrian trails, and winter sports, making it a year-
round destination. For those who love to fish or 
explore nature, Dickens Pit is a quiet, stocked pond 
perfect for a peaceful afternoon outdoors.

PHOTO BELOW: DOWNTOWN SPENCER AT NIGHT, ERIC JOHANNSEN

ROYAL

WEBBCORNELL
PETERSON

EVERLY

FOSTORIAFOSTORIA

GILLET 
GROVEROSSIE GREENVILLE

SPENCER

LANGDON

DICKENS

L E T ' S  T A K E  A  R O A D  T R I P
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DARRIN JONES
HIGGINS MANSION - TYLER SULLIVAN, 
IOWA SCENIC VIEWS BY FOOT
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These establishments have stood the test of 
time and are must-visit spots for travelers.

FLAVORS
FO

R THE TASTE BUD
Slocal

THE PRIME RIB

MCCREARY'S 
HOSPITALITY

THE PRIME RIB/
SILVER HAMMER

WEASY'S 
LOUNGE & GRILLE

FAREWAY
MEAT & GROCERY

Established 2008 Established 1981 Established 2003Founded 1938

LOCALS CALL IT:
McCreary's

LOCALS CALL IT:
Prime Rib/The Hammer

LOCALS CALL IT:
Weasy's

LOCALS CALL IT:
Fareway

Catering weddings, employee 
meals, backyard BBQs, open 
houses, business luncheons…you 
name it, McCreary's Hospitality 
has probably done it!
Enjoy varied meals and services 

including custom catering, mobile 
food truck and The Dock location 
at Iowa Lakes Community 
College. They serve meals for 
college students, as well as being 
open to the public for dine-in, 
carry-out or DoorDash.

Since 1981, The Prime Rib is 
a local favorite. Not only will you 
find folks bonding over a few 
signature cocktails, but you'll find 
them ordering up Huey's Famous 
Prime Rib, crafted with Certified 
Angus Beef sourced right from 
Iowa. Upgrade to their famous 
Salad Bar!
The Silver Hammer Lounge 

boasts Wing Night every 
Wednesday and Slider Night on 
Thursdays. Perfect pairings with 
their choice of 10 draft beers and 
big screen TVs.

Weasy’s Lounge and Grille 
has become a Northwest 
Iowa tradition. Home to great 
tasting steaks, burgers, pizzas, 
sandwiches and the award 
winning “Weaser Pleaser.” 
Newly added is “Weasy’s Too”, 

which features a full-service bar, 
dining area along with a banquet 
room, with accommodations of 
up to 100. Weasy’s Lounge and 
Grille is located on Grand Avenue 
in the historic downtown district 
of Spencer, Iowa.

Fareway Meat and Grocery 
offers a wide variety of produce, 
meat, dairy, and dry goods at 
a low price. In addition to the 
huge selection of grocery items, 
Fareway is best known for the 
large meat counter. The high-
quality meat is cut by hand and 
ground beef is made in-house 
daily. If you don't see the cut 
you're looking for in the case, just 
ask a meat expert to help you out!

MCCREARY'S HOSPITALITY FAREWAY MEAT & GROCERY
WEASY'S

THE MOST THE MOST 
FAMOUS FAMOUS 
WINGS IN WINGS IN 

CLAY COUNTYCLAY COUNTY
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Join us 

for a great dining 

experience!

1 2 0 5  S O U T H  G R A N D  A V E
S P E N C E R ,  I A   5 1 3 0 1  
7 1 2 . 2 6 2 . 4 6 2 5

M O N -  S A T  5  P M  -  1 0 P M
S U N D A Y S -  C L O S E D

VISIT THEPRIMERIBSPENCER.COM FOR FULL MENU & SPECIALS

      
  ‘19

 ‘20 
‘21 ‘22

 ‘23 ‘24 WINNER

Restaurant and 
catering located at the 

Gateway North Mall, Spencer

The Dock Hours M-F 7a-8p  
Catering by Appointment • 712.240.0298  
www.mccrearyshospitality.com

Your next great meal starts here.Your next great meal starts here.Restaurant and catering
located at the Gateway North Mall, Spencer.

Your next great meal starts here.

The Dock Hours M-F 7a-8p | Catering by Appointment
712.240.0298 | www.mccrearyshospitality.com

Restaurant and catering
located at the Gateway North Mall, Spencer.

Your next great meal starts here.

The Dock Hours M-F 7a-8p | Catering by Appointment
712.240.0298 | www.mccrearyshospitality.com

202 3rd Ave, Royal, IA

(712) 933-5511
www.hsbroyal.com

HOME STATE BANK
“The Bank of Generations”

Proudly 
serving the 
people in 

and around 
the Royal 

Community 
since 1915!

visit  historic

Clay County’s 
First County Seat

Many Historic Sites

Follow the Peterson Heritage, Inc. 
Facebook page!

peterson
I O W A

High Quality 
Full-Service

Meat 
Department

104 East 8th Street
Spencer, IA

712-262-8693

HOURS:
Monday-
Saturday
8am-9pm

Closed Sundays

Fast & Easy 
OnlinE OrdEring 
availablE!

FarEway.cOm

PersonalizedPersonalized
to-your-carto-your-car

carryout carryout 
serviceservice

Farm
Fresh

Produce



next up

SOUTHWEST
CLAY 

COUNTY
Royal • Greenville
Rossie • Peterson 

next up Scenic landscapes and rural charm 
define Southwest Clay County

Towns of Royal, Rossie, and Peterson offer a 
glimpse into small-town life. Peterson, one of Clay 
County’s most historic communities, is home to 
pioneer-era buildings, museums, and river access 
points, making it a must-visit for history lovers. This 
area features the Riverside Little Sioux Access to 
explore the waterway. Take a drive along quiet country 
roads, stop by a local farm, and enjoy the peaceful 
beauty of Southwest Clay County’s open spaces.

BERTRAM RESERVATION - LANCE BRISBOIS

L E T ' S  T A K E  A  R O A D  T R I P

SPENCERSPENCER
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EVERLY

FOSTORIAFOSTORIA

PETERSON

ROSSIE GREENVILLE

GOAT HILL HOUSE, JEFF EWOLDT

PRO 
TIP

Glacial Trail Scenic Byway
Take a drive down Glacial Trail Scenic Byway 
showcasing steep, unplowed prairie-cloaked hills that 
flank this meandering river and forested and farmed valley 
in Southwest Clay County. Nature, scenery, archaeology, 
and history intersect in the Glacial Trail Byway corridor, 
creating a compelling experience for byway travelers.

L E T ' S  T A K E  A  R O A D  T R I P
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FORT PETERSON BLOCKHOUSE GLACIAL SCENIC BYWAY



SOUTHEAST
CLAY 

COUNTY
Cornell (Unincorporated)

Gillet Grove • Webb

next up
The southeast quadrant of Clay 
County offers a blend of scenic 
landscapes, outdoor recreation, 
and small-town charm.

The towns of Greenville, Webb, Gillett Grove, and 
Cornell (unincorporated) offer a quiet escape with 
plenty of opportunities to enjoy nature. Kindlespire 
Complex, located near Webb, is a multi-use park 
featuring camping, hiking trails, canoeing access, and 
hunting grounds. Outdoor enthusiasts can also visit 
Vera and Gilbert James Wildlife Area for canoeing, 
fishing, and picnic areas or head to Burr Wildlife Area, 
where equestrian trails, hiking paths, and hunting 
opportunities create a true back-to-nature experience. 
A scenic drive through this area reveals rolling hills, 
river views, and hidden gems waiting to be explored.
explore the waterway. Take a drive along quiet country 
roads, stop by a local farm, and enjoy the peaceful 
beauty of Southwest Clay County’s open spaces.

L E T ' S  T A K E  A  R O A D  T R I P

SPENCER

LANGDON
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ROYAL

EVERLY
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PETERSON

ROSSIE GREENVILLEGREENVILLE

DARRIN JONES

WEBB

GILLET 
GROVE

CORNELL

L E T ' S  T A K E  A  R O A D  T R I P

KINDLESPIRE COMPLEX
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KINDLESPIRE PARK, CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION
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INSPIRATION

FOR THE

For the ones who are endlessly in search of God's light.

FOR MORE VISIT
EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG

01. 	 Bethany 
	 Lutheran Church
	 bethluthspencer.com
	 Find us on Facebook!

02.	 Faith Lutheran Church
	 flcspencer.org
	 Find us on Facebook!

03. 	 First Baptist Church
	 firstbaptistspencer.com
	 Find us on Facebook!
	
04. 	 First Congregational 	
	 Church
	 congospencer.org
	 Find us on Facebook!
	
05. 	 First English Lutheran
	 spencer-church.com
	 Find us on Facebook!
	
06.	 Grace United 
	 Methodist Church
	 spencergumc.com
	 Find us on Facebook!

07.	 Living Word 
	 Outreach Ministries	
	 livingwordspencer.org
	 Find us on Facebook!

08.	 Rivers Edge Church	
	 respencer.org
	 Find us on Facebook!

1200 Grand Avenue, Spencer, IA 51301

712.262.1325
firstbaptistspencer.com

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Worship Sunday at 10:30 am

Kids Worship During Service

FAITHFUL

15 W. 14th St. • Spencer, Iowa
712-262-2327

bethluthspencer.com

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  E L C A

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP – 9:00AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:15 AM

01

04

05

06 07 08

02 03



2025/26 EXPERIENCE CLAY COUNTY 33

3.20.25  Spring Program 

1/8 page ad = 3.94 x 2.47 in 

 

(can be used for summer program as well) 

Inviting all People to Faith …  
Come and Worship—Go and Work 

 

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship  

7:00 p.m. Wednesdays 
High School Youth Group 

2912 Hwy Blvd, Spencer, IA 

712-580-4316 | Pr. Ben Unseth 

               flcspencer.org 

FFAAIITTHH  LLUUTTHHEERRAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH,  LLCCMMCC  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA / 712-262-4392
All are welcome to worship with us on Sunday.
Adult Education 9:00 • Sunday School 9:15 • Worship 10:30 
Pastor Shazzy Britz
Pilgrim Fellowship – 5th-12 grades Wednesday 6:00–8:00 pm
Email: office@congospencer.org/www.congospencer.org

Sunday morning worship is live streamed on YouTube at 9:30am.

311  2ND AVE W  |   SPENCER, IA 51301  |   712.262.5970

L I V E  S T R E A M  W O R S H I P

spencergumc.comConnect with Us

F a i t h ,  F e l l o w s h i p ,  a n d  F a m i l y

G
ra

ce
 U

nit
ed Methodist Church

S E R V I C E

9:30 AM

3 TO 5 YEAR-OLD EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Tammi Harrison, Director

felcpreschool1979@gmail.com

712-262-3699
Sarah Popp, Principal

712-262-8237
“Let the little children come to me, 

for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.”  

Matthew 19:14 www.iglls.org

K-8 Grades

First English 
Lutheran 
Church

Rev. Paul Kaldahl, Pastor

Sunday Services
8:00 & 10:45 a.m.

8:00 a.m. Live-streamed on our website, 
on KICD Radio 1240 AM & 102.5 FM radio
Sunday School & Bible Class at 9:30 a.m

712-262-5598
www.spencer-church.com

 “Our mission is to 
develop the whole child 

- Spirit, Mind, and 
Body - in a quality, 

Christ-centered learning 
environment.”

1 3 1 1  E .  1 8 T H  S T R E E T ,  S P E N C E R ,  I A

Ask us about ESA funding to pay for tuition
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WITH YOU
 Sacred Heart School and

Early Childhood Center
712-262-6428

spencersacredheartschool.com
Infant - age 3 childcare,  3-year-old preschool, 

4-year-old preschool,  Kindergarten - 6th grade

Parish 
712-262-3047 
spencersacredheart.com

1111 4th Avenue West - Spencer, IA 513011111 4th Avenue West - Spencer, IA 51301

School 
712-262-6428

spencersacredheartschool.com

TWO SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
View our livesteam on our website at spencer.crosswinds.tv

1900 Grand Ave, Entrance 15, Spencer, IA 51301 
712.336.3537 | Campus Pastor Jordan Gowing
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WITH YOU

TA
KE CLAY COUNTYhome

Grab a something great to take home 
from these locally-owned places.

Where you can find 
these or similar goods:
01. 	 Black Earth Java - Fuel for your day
02. 	 Palms Theatres Southpark – Popcorn to-go!
03. 	 Southpark Mall – Gifts for all
	 Marjie's Boutique
04. 	 Picket Trail - Healthy Amish Goods!
05. 	 Vermeer Art Glass - Art gifts
06. 	 H&N Chevy Buick - A new ride
07. 	 Axaholics, Cargo Express, 
	 Godfathers – Pizza cravings

03.

04. 05.

01.

06.

07.

02.

PRO TIP
Don't forget your 

loyalty punch 
card!

Movie Night in?
Take home a bag of Palms Theatres popcorn!

PRO 
TIP
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ART IS
HEART

at the

The pulse of arts and culture in 
Clay County can be found at every turn.
Clay County's artistic landscape flourishes through locally owned 
studios, museums, community theatre and cultural fesitvals and 

events. Murals and public art adorn our walls and sidewalks.

FOR MORE VISIT EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG/CULTURE

SPENCER 
COMMUNITY 
THEATRE

VERMEER ART GLASS ARTS ON GRAND

ARTS ON GRAND

Spencer Community Theatre
518 1st Ave East, Spencer, IA

sctplayhouse.org

712-262-7336 712-262-7336 
Visit us on Facebook!

SCT Costume Shop

M A I N S T A G E   P R O D U C T I O N S
E V E N T S  •  C H I L D R E N ’ S  T H E A T R E

Over 25,000 costumes 
available to community 
theatres, high schools, 
colleges, professional 

theatres, and the public

Over 65 years of offering superior amateur 
theatre to the Northwest Iowa region & beyond

arts
ON GRAND

Making art accessible 
& affordable for all.

E X P LO R E  &  E N J OY

C R E AT I V E  S PAC E S

A r t  C l a s s e s  •  E x h i b i t i o n s  •  L i ve  Mu s i c 
A r t  Th e ra py •  Yo g a  •  &  m o re !

Ce ra m i c s  St u d i o  •  Mu l t i - Pu r p o s e  St u d i o
Re s o u rce  Ce nt e r

D O N AT E  •  B ECO M E  A M E M B E R   •  VO LU N T E E R

4 0 8  Gra n d  Ave n u e
Sp e n ce r,  Iowa  5 1 3 0 1
7 1 2 - 2 6 2 - 4 3 0 7

O P E R AT I N G  H O U R S :  Sun  &  Mon  C losed  •  Tues  10a-4p
Wed 10a-4p  •  Thurs  10a-7p  •  Fr i  10a -4p  •  Sa t  10a-3p

a r t s o n g ra n d . o rg

Enriching life in 
Northwest Iowa 
through the Arts
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WHAT 
THEY'RE  SAYING

Don't just take it from us, here's what outsiders are sharing 
about their experience in the hidden gem that is Clay County!

FOR MORE VISIT
EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG

Experience Clay 
County in My Town
Clay County and the Iowa Lakes Corridor take 

center stage in My Town, a documentary-style series showcasing the 
vibrancy, resilience, and entrepreneurial spirit of rural America. Directed by 
Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Cory Hepola, the episode highlights the 
people, businesses, and opportunities that make this region a great place 
to live, work, and visit.
Premiering at the 15th Annual Twin Cities Film Fest, 

My Town brought the story of Clay County and the 
Corridor to audiences on the big screen. Now, you 
can experience it too! Scan the QR code to watch 
the full episode and see why Clay County is the 
perfect place to explore, grow, and thrive.

My time running and exploring the streets 
of Clay County was filled with open arms 
welcoming me to their communities. I was 
shown love, support, and generosity. Thank you 
for allowing me to explore Clay County.”

cla
y county

Iowa Scenic Views by Foot

-Tyler Sullivan, Iowa Scenic Views by Foot
 facebook.com/whoisyourredcardinal

CLAY COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS - TYLER SULLIVAN, IOWA SCENIC VIEWS BY FOOT

Follow us on Facebook!
302 Grand Avenue • Spencer, lA

712-580-4906
vermeerglass@outlook.com 

www.vermeerglass.com

@VermeerGlassArt

INDIVIDUALS & 
SMALL GROUPS

CREATE YOUR OWN 
GLASS DISPLAY

Fused Glass
PRIVATE PARTIES - 
6 OR MORE CREATORS

Night classes available 
for large groups
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BEYOND
SPENCER
Donations for
flood relief have
been received
from 16 states
across the
United States to
help residents &
businesses.

Residents

Businesses

Long Term Recovery

Long Term Recovery
44.1%

Businesses
31.7%

Residents
24.1%

51
Clay County
Businesses

250
Clay County

Residents

519
Donations
Received

1805 Highway Blvd
712-262-5680

SpencerIowaChamber.org

Eggs & Issues
January 25

February 15
March 29

Ag Outlook
February 18

Ag Breakfast
March 18

Career Fair
April TBD

 
Flagfest

June 13-15

Spencer Strong
Day

June 22

CHAMBER EVENT
CALENDAR

2025

WHY INVEST IN THE SPENCER CHAMBER?
Consumers are 80% more likely to patronize a business in the future

when they know it’s an investor of the local chamber.*
86% of consumers believe the local chamber helps create jobs

and promotes local economic development.*
If a company shows that it is highly involved in its local chamber,

consumers are 10% more likely to favor it over a competitor.*

*Quote data from a 2012 study by The Schaprio Group, an Atlanta-based research firm, based on a national survey of 2000 adults.

SPENCER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
LEADING RECOVERY & INSPIRING GROWTH

SPENCER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
LEADING RECOVERY & INSPIRING GROWTH

Flood Relief Donation Distributions

*all data as of January 9,  2025

RESILIENCE - GROWTH - COMMUNITY - PROGRESS - INNOVATIONRESILIENCE - GROWTH - COMMUNITY - PROGRESS - INNOVATION
The Spencer Chamber of Commerce is proud to lead our community in resilience, 

fostering growth and building connections that make Spencer & Clay County thrive.

Join us in making Spencer & Clay County stronger! 

Become a Chamber member today. Learn more by scanning the QR code!
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YOUR STORY
share

experienceCLAY CLAY 
COUNTYCOUNTY

 Many of the photos we share on social 
media (and in this guide) are taken by 

locals or folks passing through. 
Want to be one of them?

Upload your photos to the QR code below

YO
U ARE CLAY COUNTY

FOR MORE VISIT
EXPLORECLAYCOUNTY.ORG

MOVIE IN THE PARK, ERIC JOHANNSEN

NATURE JUBILEE, 
CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION

CENTURY FARMS DISTILLERY

BRIANNE BLOM

ROBIN EDWARDS

SPENCER BRIDGE, ERIC JOHANNSENCLAY COUNTY COURTHOUSE, JEFF EWOLDT 

DARRIN JONES

MEDLAR COFFEE CO.

THEONE QUATTLEBAUM
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Iowa Great Lakes 
Connection Trail

To outdoor bicycle enthusiasts the continuing growth of bike 
trails has promoted an enjoyable and much safer bicycling 
experience. Throughout the past several years, many Iowa 

communities and local volunteers have banded together to enhance 
trail growth in their area. As more and more drivers have become 
distracted drivers, the need for a saver way to get from community to 
community, by bicycle has become a top priority. Iowa is home to over 
2,000 miles of multi-use trails used by cyclists, walkers & runners.

One such project began in 2011. when the Clay County Trail 
group was organized, in Spencer. This group 
saw the need to not only build trails within the 
cities of Spencer, but to also find a way to join 
communities together. Thus, the Iowa Great lakes 
Trail Connection Trail began. With a rail to trail 
project completed connecting the communities 
of Jefferson, Panora & Perry, it became apparent 
that there were only five counties to connect in northwest Iowa, 
to complete a contiguous 200(+) mile paved trail from Okoboji to 
Des Moines. In 2015 the communities of Carroll and Sac began 
connecting the communities of Carroll and Lake View. To date, the 
Sauk Rail Trail committee has built over 33 miles of trail and are 
currently working to connect Lake View to Sac City. In 2024, Clay 
County completed their portion of the trail from Spencer north to 
Dickinson County. Okoboji will begin their trail construction south to 
Spencer, this spring, with completion in 2026.

Iowa is home to over 2,000 miles of multi-use trails, used by 
cyclists, walkers and runners. The Iowa Great Lakes Connection 
Trail is just the beginning as more and more trails are being 
proposed across the state. The amount of lakes that are 
encompassed in this span of trails, make this a huge tourism 
component for the state of Iowa.

In March 2025, the five county representatives will once again 
gather, to begin plans for the final phase joining Spencer, Storm Lake 
and Sac City. Fundraising efforts are underway in each community.

INSPIRATION

FOR THE
ADVENTURERS

PHOTO ABOVE: CLAY COUNTY 
TRAILS, ERIC JOHANNSEN

18
18

71

71

SPENCER

FOSTORIAFOSTORIA

E 4TH ST

W 18TH ST

320TH ST

LITTLE SIOUX RIVER

240
TH AVE

280TH ST

71

71

E 18TH ST

W 4TH ST

         LITT
LE  SIOUX  RIVER

LITTLE SIOUX RIVER

320TH ST

300TH ST300TH ST

E 44TH STW 44TH ST

CLAY COUNTY TRAIL

HIGHWAYS

STREETS/COUNTY ROADS

PARKING

18

PRO 
TIP

Need to rest & refuel?
Rest and grab something unique from 
Picket Trail after checking out the newly 
paved Iowa Great Lakes Connection 
Trail now reaching Fostoria!

PRO TIP
Grab a beverage or Grab a beverage or 
snack from CarGo snack from CarGo 

Express to fuel your Express to fuel your 
adventure!adventure!

Iowa is home to over 2,000 miles of multi-use Iowa is home to over 2,000 miles of multi-use 
trails, used by cyclists, walkers and runners.trails, used by cyclists, walkers and runners.

For questions, to donate or to get involved 
please contact Kathy at 712-363-3936

WANT 
MORE?
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FLOOD STATS 

STRONGSTRONG
COMMUNITIESCOMMUNITIES

most likely 
to have

4,080 
BUILDINGS
AFFECTED

2,000 
FEMA 

REGISTRANTS

264 
RENTERS & 

OWNERS IMPACTED

65% 
RENTAL PROPERTIES 

IMPACTED

11,325 
SPENCER

POPULATION

OVERVIEW

16,384
CLAY COUNTY

In June 2024, our community faced a challenging 
flood. Through resilience and teamwork, Clay County 

has not only recovered but emerged stronger.

FLOOD
AT A GLANCE

2024

ERIC JOHANNSEN
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Dedicated to improving habitat in Clay County, 
increasing public hunting access, providing 

mentored hunts and advocating for conservation.

Money raised from our banquet goes 
back to our community in the form of 
donations to youth shooting sports 
scholarships and procurement of 

habitat for public hunting and wildlife.

Thousands of Acres of Public 
Hunting in Clay County

For more inFormation visit our Facebook page at: Facebook.com/claycountyiapheasantsForever

100% volunteer  based

The Habitat Organization

CHAPTER #42

CLAY COUNTY

MENTORED HUNTS

ANNUAL BANQUET

HABITAT 
IMPROVEMENTS
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1 0 0 5  1 3 T H  S T .  S W  •  S P E N C E R ,  I A

712-262-7525

1 0 2  1 1 T H  S T .  S W 
S P E N C E R ,  I A

www.wyndhamhotels.com

2 0 9  1 1 T H  S T .  S W .  •  S P E N C E R ,  I A

712-262-8500

712-262-6100
Complimentary Breakfast at ALL 3 Properties!

Special rates on block rooms available

SPENCER
INN&SUITES
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